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History of
Conscientious Objection
in Turkey

In Turkey, the first conscientious objectors publicly
declared their objections in the early 1990s and
stood up against war, the military and compulsory
military service. In a society where every man has
been identitied as a Turk and soldier from birth,
these objections started to write another story.

Here are a few milestones to understand the
history of CO movement in Turkey:



A brief history of th CO Movement in Turkey

1989 1992

Tayfun Génil War Resisters

and Vedat Association

Zencir, the was founded
first in |zmir,
conscientious Turkey.

objectors in
Turkey,
declared
their refusal

publicly.

1993

On invitation of
the War Resisters
Association |zmir,
an International
Conscientious
Objection
Meeting was held
in Oren with 100
participants from
about 25
countries.

According to the data that we have in our
website www.vicdaniret.org , in Turkey nearly
600 conscientious objectors declared their
refusal between 1989-2022. But believe the

number to be much higher.

2004

Women started
to declare their
conscientious
objection.
Although the
women are not
obliged for
military service,
these were the
first feminist
motivated
statements of
conscientious
objection in
Turkey.

2009

Baris Icin
Vicdani Ret
Platformu (the
Platform of
Conscientious
Objection for
Peace), which
brought
together
conscientious
objectors from
different
backgrounds

together, was

founded.

2011 2013

The “Kurdish
Conscientious
Objection
Initiative”,

Conscientious
Objection
Association
(VR-DER) was
which is also founded.
known as the
“Kurdish
Conscientious
Objection
Movement”
was founded.

2022

Due to formal
restrictions, the
Conscientious
Objection
Association
was closed.
The active
members now
continue to
work as
Conscientious
Objection
Watch.


http://www.vicdaniret.org

DESCRIPTION
OF THE

PROBLEM

Turkey is the only Council of Europe member State who
has not yet recognised the right to conscientious
objection(CO). In Turkey, military service is compulsory for
every man between the ages of 20-41. There is no
mechanism to which conscientious objectors(COs) can
apply, nor is there alternative civilian service.

The lack of legislation on the right of CO to military
service increases the violations of rights and restrictions
experienced by COs and exposes them to "civilian death"
as the European Court of Human Rights has stated. This
situation directly affects the daily lives of many COs. COs
are torced to live a lite in which they are deprived of their
social, economic and political rights. They are subjected
to deprivation of their right to work formally (with social
security); their right to freedom of movement is
restricted due to frequent stop and checks; their access
to higher education becomes limited; their bank
accounts are confiscated as a result of administrative
and judicial fines.



Legal situation of COs

In Turkey, The Law on Military Service states that
military service is compulsory for every male between
the ages of 20 and 41. Although there is an age limit
for military service, in practice men are obliged to
serve their entire lives.

Since there’s no law on the right to conscientious
objection, The objectors are criminalized as draft
evaders or evaders in Turkey. They are facing
administrative monetary fines, criminal cases and
repetitive judgements.

Draft evader: Those who do not take their
roll call within the roll call year to which
they are subject.

Evader: T

hose who are subject to

dispatch but do not have their dispatch

done and t
which they

hose who do not join the unit to
nave been dispatched.

Deserter: T

hose who have left their unit or

place where they were sent for duty

without per

mission for more than six days.



The Law on
Conscription

According to the Law on Conscription, draft
evaders, evaders and deserters are reported to the
Ministry of Interior to ensure their apprehension to
perform their military service. Once they are

apprehended, they are either brought to the nearest
Conscription Branch, given an official record, and

asked to submit to the nearest Conscription Branch
within 15 days.




The administrative fines are imposed with these
official records on draft evaders and evaders.
Following the finalization of the administrative fine,
criminal proceedings are initiated against the CO,
following the record issued during another identity

check. Once the administrative fine has become
finalised, every new official record means a criminal
case. In other words, an unlimited number of
criminal cases can be opened against a CO and
criminal judgments can be issued endlessly.




Since 2019, shortened military service through payment of a sum
of money has become possible under the Turkish military service
system. Those who pay a certain sum that is determined by the

Ministry of Defence and complete one month of basic military M i I itary se rVice by

training will be considered to have completed their military service.
payment

However, the military service by payment includes the one-month

basic military training and command-subordination relationship. So,

it is not an option for conscientious objectors in Turkey.



The Restrictions
and The Human
Right Violations

That COs Are
Facing With

The lack of legislation on the right to CO to military
service increases the violations of rights and
restrictions experienced by conscientious objectors.

This situation directly affects the daily lives of many
CO:s.

COs are forced to live a life in which they are
deprived of their social, economic and political
rights. They face many rights violations and
restrictions, such as administrative fines; repeated
trials on the same charge; violations of the right to
education, right to vote and to be employed; and
restrictions on freedom of movement.



|dentity

checks
Restrictions
of freedom On the streets
Declarations Lack of of & roads
Legislation movement
In the hotels,
oublic busses
Congg:ien.tious
Objection . Regulations
Regulations
Administrative& . o o
Criminal Restrictions to  Restrictions to Prohibition of work  Restrictions to work
oroceedings  participate in - proceed higher at the public sector  at private sector
the elections education
Unregistered No social
Contiscation works security
of bank
accounts No bank accounts

(as a precaution)



The Violation of Right to Work

According to the Law on Military Service, evaders and draft evaders cannot be employed in the public or
private sector, and those who employ them are prosecuted. The employers who employ such persons are
punished by imprisonment. This provision applies to the entire private sector as well as the public sector.

Therefore COs are often forced to work in unregistered conditions, often without social security. Or
conscientious objectors who are already working are dismissed from their jobs.



The Restrictions on Freedom of Movement

During the identity check practice known as General Information Collection (GBT) in Turkey, the authorities
have access to up-to-date information such as military service status and criminal record. The police in city
centers and the gendarmerie in areas outside city centers can stop and check vehicles. An official record is
drawn up on persons found to be draft evaders, evaders or deserters while traveling on the road or staying in
a hotel or similar accommodation center.

COs are likely to be subjected to this procedure every time they encounter the police or gendarmerie in
their lifetime. In order to avoid this process, conscientious objectors often refrain from traveling or
staying in hotels, etc. where their identity information is recorded.



According to our data, the most frequent violations /restrictions of rights
faced by conscientious objectors and persons obliged to compulsory
military service during 2022 are related to freedom of movement and right

to work. These two categories directly affect the social and economic
lives of conscientious objectors and multiply the impact of civil death on
their lives.




The most common rights violations and the restrictions experienced by COs
between April 2022-September 2023

| can not get a job with social security. 52
My freedom of travel was restricted. 52
| can not work at a state sector. 49
| was dismissed my job. 33

| have been prosecuted more than once

18
because of the same action.
My freedom of education was denied. 17
| couldn't vote. 17

My bank accounts were confiscated. 11



About

Conscientious
Objection
Watch

(Cow)




Conscientious
Obijection
Watch

COW is working to make visible the violations of rights experienced by CO's and focusing to carry out
documentation, monitoring, reporting at national and international level and legal support. We work to raise
public awareness of the right to conscientious objection as well as lobbying at regional and international
human right bodies about the situation of conscientious objectors in Turkey.

Our former organization (Association for Conscientious Objection) was founded in 2013 however we had to
take the decision to officially close the association in December 2021, due to security concerns regarding the

political pressure by the government in Turkey. We continued our work under the name Conscientious
Objection Watch in January 2022.



Conscientious Objection Watch Bulletins:

We're publishing bulletins every three months in Turkish and
English. This activity provides us to disseminate reliable and
updated information for the public and the media.

Legal support:
We're providing legal support to conscientious objectors and

trying to follow their cases. Through our legal support, the

representation of COs before the judicial mechanisms is getting [

strengthened.
Visibility:
Throughout our social media activities we're raising awareness

about the right to conscientious objection among the general
public in Turkey.

Lobbying:

Lobbying the CoE CoM, European Parliament, EC, UN High
Commissioner on Freedom of Religion or Belief is a part of our
work.

#VICDANIRETHAKTIR
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VICDANIRETCI
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SIDAR AKDEMIR
. .
ILTICA

o0 .
SURECINDE
Sidar Akdemir, 6 Eyliil 2015 tarihinde “Hicbir
sekilde askerlik yapmayacagim, elime silah alip
kardesimi 6ldiirmeyecegim" diyerek istanbul'da
Galatasaray Meydani'nda dizenlenen basin
aciklamasinda vicdani reddini agikladi.
Akdemir, 2021 yilinda yoklama kagag oldugu
gerekgesiyle Bulanik Asliye Ceza
Mahkemesi'nde yargilandi. Hakkinda 1 yil 8 ay

hapis cezasi verildikten sonra, hiikmin
acgiklanmasi geri birakildi.

Sidar Akdemir Tiirkiye'de maruz kaldigi

kisitlamalara, hak ihlallerine ve sivil 6liime
kars, su anda Fransa'da iltica siirecinde.

Vicdani
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IZLEME Bu I;f'éN i

Vicdani ret bir insan hakkidir!

Peridodical Bullentins

VICDANI RETGi
CIHATAYDIN’A
46 BIN LIRA iDAF
PARA CEZASI
VERILDI

2014 yilinda vicdani reddini kamuoyuna
aciklamis olan vicdani ret¢i Cihat Aydin'a
01.01.2020-12.02.2023 tarihleri arasinda
yoklama kacagi oldugu gerekgesiyle
Eyilpsultan Askerlik Subesi Baskanhgi
tarafindan 46.225,56 TL tutarinda idari par
cezas! verildi.

Kararin kendisine tebligi izerine avukati
aracihgiyla idari para cezasina itiraz eden
vicdani retci Aydin, sonucu bekliyor. Vicd:
ret¢i oldugunu ve vicdani reddin bir hak
oldugunu belirterek yapilan itirazin ise dig
yiizlerce itiraz gibi reddedilmesi bekleniya

B
Legal Support to CO’s




As the Turkish government continues to insist on not recognising the right to conscientious
objection, the restrictions and rights violations experienced by CO's are increasing day by day.

Especially since the last few years, there has been a significant increase in the number of COs
who are considering leaving their country of residence and traveling abroad due to the civil
death situations they have been subjected to.In the applications made to Conscientious Objection
Watch,the number of people seeking information about leaving the country or seeking asylum is

considerable high.
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