INTERVIEWS

The Monk and the Military

Why a Thai monk and conscientious objector will defy his country’s demand for compulsory military service

Interview with Netiwit Chotiphatphaisal by Tricycle | APR 13, 2023
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March 23, 2020, Index Number: ASA 39/1995/2020

Thailand: “We were just toys to them”:
Physical, mental and sexual abuse of
conscripts in Thailand’s military

Each year, around a third of Thailand’'s young men are made to serve in the armed forces, under the country’s
compulsory military service laws. Amnesty International has found that the Thai military routinely subjects these
new conscripts to a barrage of physical violence, humiliation and sexual abuse that often amounts to torture. “We
were just toys to them” documents a widespread and long-standing pattern of abuse. Conscripts described being
made to perform physical exercises far beyond their endurance as a form of punishment, including being forced to
stand in positions which often led to fainting or injury.
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Activist monk Netiwit tails to appear tor
compulsory conscription
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SARN Netiwit said he will quit monkhood to face the

"SHEJE 28 4 E|S] Z4A| AR 228t justice system for missing conscription

= O !
Sl s < o cpRras

HOME MARKET WATCH v CURRENT AFFAIRS v  OPINION THE CULTURE BLOG v PODCASTS COoVID-19

"HEIR, & S0 CHet AHEH =0 ZEA7] 2o 52 dgs d8=0

/



